THE PHYSICAL BASIS  OF MIND.

ing only the complex activities of complex organisms, has
come to express the simplest activities of protoplasm. Tims
a Monad is an organism ; a Cell is an organism ; a Plant is
an organism; a Man is an organism. And each of these
organisms is said to have its Life, because

i                                                      " Through all the mighty commonwealth of things

Up from the creeping worm to sovereign man ;) *

there is one fundamental group of conditions, one organised
substance, one vitality.
Obviously this unity is an abstraction. In reality, the
life manifested in the Man is not the life manifested in the
Monad : he has Functions and Faculties which the Monad
has no trace of ; and if the two organisms have certain vital
characteristics in common, this unity is only recognised in
an ideal const-ruction which lets drop all concrete differences.
The Life is different when the organism is different. Hence
any definition of Life would be manifestly insufficient which
while it expressed the activities of the Monad left xmex-
pressed the conspicuous and important activities of higher
organisms. A sundial and a repeater will each record the
successive positions of the sun in the heavens ; but although
both are instruments for marking time, the sundial will not
do the work of the repeater ; the complexity and delicacy of
the watch mechanism are necessary for its more varied and
delicate uses. A semifluid bit of protoplasm will feed itself ;
but it will not feed and sustain a complex animal ; nor will
it feel and think.
9. Neglect of this point has caused frequent confusion in
the attempts to give satisfactory definitions. Biologists ought
to have been warned by the fact that some of the most
widely-accepted definitions exclude the most conspicuous
phenomena of Life, and are only applicable to the vege-
table world, or to the vegetal processes in the animal world.
A definition, however abstract, should not exclude essential
characters. The general consent of mankind has made Life
synonymous with Mode of Existence. By the life of an
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